


I

SAVANNAH JOURNALOF LANGUAGE, LITERATUREAND COMMUNICATION
STUDIES (SAJOLLCOS)

DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS,
GOMBE STATE UNIVERSITY

VOLUME 6, NO. 2 & 3, DECEMBER2025

ISSN: ONLINE: 2811-2261, PRINT: 2787-0286

A Publication of Department of LanguagesandLinguistics
Gombe State University, Gombe State

Copyright©2025 SAVANNAH JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE, LITERATURE AND
COMMUNICATION STUDIES

(SAJOLLCOS) Gombe State University, Gombe State. Volume 6, No. 2 & 3December, 2025.



II

©Department of LanguagesandLinguistics, 2025
Gombe State University,
Tudun-wada JauroAbare, Gombe -
Nigeria.

All rights reserved.
No part or whole of this Journal is allowed to be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or transmitted in any form or by any means, without prior permission of the
Copyright owner.

ISSN: 2787-0286 Print & 2811-2261 Online

Printed in Nigeria@Six-Sweet Printers and Publishers
GSU, Gombe, Gombe State.
Phone No: +2348039511789
E-mail: alameenalfira@gmail.com

The Journal

Gombe Savannah Journal of Language, Literature and Communication Studies
(GOSAJOLLCOS) is a peer-reviewed journal of the Department of English, Gombe
State University. The journal is committed to the development of communication arts
through researches in Language, Linguistics, Literature, Theatre Arts, Cultural
Studies, Creative Arts, Media and Communication Studies. It has both print and
online versions. The Editorial board hereby calls for thoroughly researched papers
and articles on the subject areas already mentioned. Submissions of papers are
accepted all year round but publication is expected to be done in May/June annually.
All manuscripts should be accompanied with the sum of ten thousand (N10,000)
naira only. On acceptance of any manuscript, contributors will pay the sum of twenty
five thousand (25,000) naira only as publication fee.

mailto:alameenalfira@gamil.com


III

Editorial Committee

Dr. AbubakarMohammed Gombe Editor-in-chief
Dr. Leah I. Jalo Editor
Dr. Fatima Shuaibu Gara Member
Fatima M. Gurama Member
Mohammad Abubakar Musa Editorial Secretary

Advisory Board

Professor Saleh Abdu Department of English,
Federal University Kashere

Professor Emmanuel S. Dandaura Department of Theatre and
Cultural Studies, Nasarawa State

University

Professor Muhammad Dahiru Department of Languages, Yobe
State University

Professor A. S. Abdulsalam Department of Linguistics and
Nigerian Languages, University of Ilorin

Professor E. U. Ahidjo Department of English, University of Jos

Professor NahumUpah Butari Department of English and Drama,
Kaduna State University

Professor Nesta Alu Department of English, University of Jos

Editorial Policy

Savannah Journal of Languages, Literature and Communication Studies is Produced
by the department of English and Literary Studies, Gombe State University, Gombe
Nigeria. It invites scholarly and well researched articles on any topic related to
language, literary and communication studies. Authors of article(s) should adhere to
the following requirements:
 Manuscript(s) should be double spaced on A4 paper with 12 points, Times New

Roman.
 Manuscript(s) length should not exceed 5000 words, including titles,

references and/or notes.



IV

 Abstract(s) should not be more than 250words, followed by four to five
keywords.

 Manuscript(s) sent to SAJOLLCOSmust be original and previously unpublished.
 Manuscript(s) should adopt either the APA 7th edition or MLA 8th edition format
 Title(s) and subtitles should conform to the adopted referencing style.
 Manuscript(s) would be subjected to editing and peer reviews prior to

acceptance and publication.
 Author(s) should provide a bio-data of not more than three sentences at

the end of their paper stating their rank, affiliation, research interest and
email address.

 All Manuscript(s) for consideration should be accompanied with non-
refundable sum of
₦10,000.00 assessment fee.

 On acceptance of anymanuscript, author(s) will pay the publication fee of
₦25,000.00

 Creative work publication fee of ₦5,000.00
 All editorial correspondences should be directed to:

The editor,
Savannah Journal of Language, Literary and Communication Studies, Department of
Languages and Linguistics,
Gombe State University, Gombe.
Email: sajollcos@gmail.com
Website: https://www.gombesavannahjournal.com

For further enquiries, please contact: Editor-in-Chief
SAJOLLCOS, HOD’s Office,
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences Gombe State University, Gombe sajollcos@gsu.edu.ng,
C/o: amgombe2@gsu.edu.ng

mailto:sajollcos@gmail.com
https://gombesavannahjournal.com
mailto:sajollcos@gsu.edu.ng
mailto:amgombe2@gsu.edu.ng


V

LIST OF CONTRI BUTORS

Abubakar Abba Kaka (PhD)
Department of Languages and Linguistics,
University of Maiduguri
kakaabba31@gmail.com
08029166358

Musa Sabo
Department of General Studies, Federal
Polytechnic Damaturu, Yobe State
Musasabo36.@gmail.com
0802276676

Emmanuel Bunduga Tyogema
Department of Languages and Linguistics,
Gombe State University, Gombe
emmanueltyogema@gmail.com
08060970565

Fatima Bukar Abba
07064198834
bukarsaliha@gmail.com

Bashir Uba Ibrahim, Ph.D.
Department of English and Literary
Studies, Sule Lamido University Kafin
Hausa

Nasiru Musa
Department of General Studies Federal
College of Horticulture
Dadin Kowa, Gombe State.
nasirugona@gmail.com
07035892599

Juliet, David Aluke
Department of Languages and Linguistics
Gombe State University
maxambari@gmail.com
08036141429

Dr. Sammani Hassan Hussain
Department of Arabic, Federal
University of Kasherer, Gombe
hassansammani84@gmail.com

Hafsat Ado Ahmad
Department of English and Linguistics,
Federal University Dutse, Jigawa State.
hafsatahmad24@gmail.com

Dr Takim Ajom Okongor
Department of English and Linguistics,
Federal University Dutse, Jigawa State.
08037945071
takimajomokongor@gmail.co

Bunmi Balogun-Oguns
Department of English and Literary
Studies, Federal University Lokoja
Bunmi.balogun@fulokoja.edu.ng
08169096071

Ladan Nujir
Department of English, Faculty of Arts
and Social Sciences, Gombe State
University

Patience Haye Dakup
Department of Language and Linguistics,
Gombe State University, Gombe State
patiencedakup05@gmail.com
08066512889

Vera Anap Aaron
Department of English, University of
Jos,Jos Nigeria.
aaronv@unijos.edu.ng

Sandra K. J. Simon
Department of English, University of Jos,
Jos, Nigeria.
sandrakjsimon@gmail.com

mailto:kakaabba31@gmail.com
mailto:Musasabo36.@gmail.com
mailto:emmanueltyogema@gmail.com
mailto:bukarsaliha@gmail.com
mailto:nasirugona@gmail.com
mailto:maxambari@gmail.com
mailto:hassansammani84@gmail.com
mailto:hafsatahmad24@gmail.com
mailto:takimajomokongor@gmail.co
mailto:Bunmi.balogun@fulokoja.edu.ng
mailto:patiencedakup05@gmail.com
mailto:aaronv@unijos.edu.ng
mailto:sandrakjsimon@gmail.com


VI

Samuel Edem
Department of English, Nigeria Police
Academy, Wudil Kano
dmsamuel19@gmail.com

Fatima Bawa
Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria,
Kaduna State
fatimabawa@ymail.com
08036434451

FatimaMuhammadMansur
Gombe State Ministry of Education,
Gombe State
fatimamuhammadmansur@gmail.com
07036928762

Hadiza Musa Amshi
Yobe State University, Yobe State
Hadizaamshi2@gmail.com
Dr Takim Ajom Okongor
Department of English and Linguistics, Faaculty
of Arts and Social Sciences,
Federal University Dutse, Jigawa State.
08037945071

Hafsat Ado Ahmad
Department of English and Linguistics,
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
Federal University Dutse, Jigawa State.
hafsatahmad24@gmail.com

Adamu Yusuf Fari
Ayfari763@gmail.com
Department of Languages and Linguistics
Gombe State University
08140103030;

Hadiza Musa Amshi
Hadizaamshi2@gmail.com
Department of Languages and Linguistics
Gombe State University

Amos, Michael
amos22367@gmail.com
Modibbo Adama University, Yola

Kabiru Zubairu
kabeeruzubairu@gmail.com
08149396464

Prof. Audee T. Giwa
Department of English and Drama,
Faculty of Arts, Kaduna State University,
Kaduna.
[08036000928, audee436@gmail.com]

Amina Nasiru Haruna
Department of English and Drama,
Faculty of Arts, Kaduna State University,
Kaduna.
08033334218, aminasaj158@gmail.com

Naomi ALU
Department of Languages and Literary
Studies, Babcock University
Ilishan Remo, Ogun State
alu0003@pg.babcock.edu.ng
+234 903 376 9496

Ngozi Gift OKATA
Department of Languages and Literary
Studies, Babcock University
Ilishan Remo, Ogun State
okatag@babcock.edu.ng
+234 806 375 9800

Prof BulusWayar
Department of Language and Linguistics,
Gombe State University
buluswayar@yahoo.com
0906 561 7731

mailto:dmsamuel19@gmail.com
mailto:fatimabawa@ymail.com
mailto:fatimamuhammadmansur@gmail.com
mailto:Hadizaamshi2@gmail.com
mailto:hafsatahmad24@gmail.com
mailto:Ayfari763@gmail.com
mailto:Hadizaamshi2@gmail.com
mailto:amos22367@gmail.com
mailto:kabeeruzubairu@gmail.com
mailto:audee436@gmail.com
mailto:aminasaj158@gmail.com
mailto:alu0003@pg.babcock.edu.ng
mailto:okatag@babcock.edu.ng
mailto:buluswayar@yahoo.com


VII

Kabiru Zubairu
Department of Language and Linguistics,
Gombe State University
kabeeruzubairu@gmail.com
08149396464

Ibrahim Bala Kanti
Department of English and Drama,
Faculty of Arts, Kaduna State University
ibrahimbkanti@kasu.edu.ng

Musa sabo
musasabo36.@gmail.com
08022766769

Hannatu Fibemi Makka
English Unit
School of Management Science and
Technology, Federal Polytechnic Bali,
Taraba State
hannatufemakka@gmail.com

Habibu Sule
Department of General Studies, Abubakar
Tatari Ali Polytechnic, Bauchi
habibusule@gmail.com
08035430572

Nkeiruka Esther Gordons
Department of General Studies, Abubakar
Tatari Ali Polytechnic, Bauchi
nkeirukagordons@gmail.com
08128887914

Muhammad Dayyib Auwal, PhD
Department of Nigerian Languages,
Northwest University, Kano
tayyibtayyibabba@gmail.com
+23408037340691

Yusuf Ahmed Gwarzo, PhD
Department of Nigerian Languages,
Northwest University, Kano
aygwarzo@yumsuk.edu.ng
+23408068028076

Bilkisu Abubakar Arabi
Department of Languages and Linguistics,
Gombe State University
bilkisuarabi7@gsu.edu.ng
07037713059

Professor Maureen Amaka Azuike
University of Jos
08037032322

Professor Jeff Godwin Doki
University of Jos
dokijeff@yahoo.com
+2348034529344

Lamido Muhammad Tukur
PG24/PHD/LANG/1004
Department of Languages and Linguistics,
Gombe State University
08036535202
lamiid@live.com

Adi Shimoudi Jonathan
Department of English and Literary
Studies, Federal University Wukari,
Taraba State, Nigeria.
Phone No.: 08038569967
Email: shimoudijonathan@gmail.com &
adis@fuwukari.edu.ng

Rasika Shiranthi Samanmalee
Somasundara
Department of Languages and Linguistics,
Gombe State University
rshiranthi@gsu.edu.ng/rshiranthi@gmail.
com
+2347036178704

Abba kuka
kakaabba31@gmail.com
08029166358

mailto:kabeeruzubairu@gmail.com
mailto:ibrahimbkanti@kasu.edu.ng
mailto:musasabo36.@gmail.com
mailto:hannatufemakka@gmail.com
mailto:habibusule@gmail.com
mailto:nkeirukagordons@gmail.com
mailto:tayyibtayyibabba@gmail.com
mailto:aygwarzo@yumsuk.edu.ng
mailto:bilkisuarabi7@gsu.edu.ng
mailto:dokijeff@yahoo.com
mailto:lamiid@live.com
mailto:shimoudijonathan@gmail.com
mailto:adis@fuwukari.edu.ng
mailto:rshiranthi@gsu.edu.ng/rshiranthi@gmail.com
mailto:rshiranthi@gsu.edu.ng/rshiranthi@gmail.com
mailto:kakaabba31@gmail.com


VIII

Khadijah Saleh Abdu
Department of Language and Linguistics,
Gombe State University
ummi25th@gsu.edu
07063122584

محمد منصور مختار
نيجيريا – بوتثي الية زنغر، سعاد جامعة
mmmuhammad@sazu.edu.ng
08062688078/09075556767

Dr. Aminu Suleiman
School for Continuing Education,
Department of English Education
Adamawa State Polytechnic, Yola
08034821236

Bello Alim Babi
School for Administrative and Business
Studies, Department of General Studies
Adamawa State Polytechnic, Yola
alimbabi@gmail.com
08039470634

Muhammad Umar
Department of Religious Studies, Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences.Gombe State
University
abuannas1973@gmail.com
+2347036826684

Ismail Bala
ibgarba@gmail.com
08065380091

mailto:ummi25th@gsu.edu
mailto:mmmuhammad@sazu.edu.ng
mailto:alimbabi@gmail.com
mailto:abuannas1973@gmail.com
mailto:ibgarba@gmail.com


IX

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Effect of Home-Model on the Spoken English of the Nigerian Child
Bunmi Balogun-Oguns 1-14

Phonological Variation of English Loanwords in Duala Dictionary
Abubakar Abba Kaka (PhD) andMusa Sabo 15-30

Societal Revitalisation: A Post-Colonial Reading of Tor Iorapuu’s April 1421
Emmanuel Bunduga Tyogema 31-39

Female Empowerment and Liberation of the Mind in Aiwanose Odafen’s Tomorrow I
Become aWoman
Fatima Bukar Abba 40-50

Language Shift, Maintenance and Death in Hadejia Emirate: A Sociolinguistic Survey
Bashir Uba Ibrahim, Ph.D. 51-68

Literary Exploration of Forced Marriage: a Postcolonial Feminist Analysis of Zulu
Sofola's Wedlock of the Gods and Ola Rotimi's our Husband has Gone Mad Again
Ladan Nujir 69-80

Poverty as Offspring of Corruption: An Analysis of Leadership Failure and Militancy in
Night Rain by Chris Anyokwu
Patience Haye Dakup 81-92

Oral Prose Narratives in Green: An Ecocritical Reading of Mwaghavul Folktales
Vera Anap Aaron And Sandra K. J. Simon 93-106

Language and Hate Discourse: A Pragmatic Investigation of Sam Omasetye’s‘ From Don to
Done’:
Samuel Edem 107-127

Artificial Intelligence In Islamic Media and Da’Wah: Opportunities, Ethical Challenges
and the Role of Maqasid Al-Shariah
Muhammad Umar 128-145

Phonologic al Variation of English Loanwords in Duala Dictionary
Abba kuka andMusa Sabo 146-163

A contrastive analysis of kanuri and Kurama language sound system
Dr. Sammani Hassan Hussain 164-183



X

Analysis of Move Operation in Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun
Hafsat Ado Ahmad and Dr Takim Ajom Okongor 184-202

Linguistic Choices and Process Types in Governor Inuwa Yahaya’s Inaugural Speech
Adamu Yusuf Fari, Hadiza Musa Amshi, and Amos, Michael 203- 214

Creativity in Students’ Slang Usage
Nasiru Musa and Juliet David Aluke 215-225

Logico-Semantic Relations in Abubakar Othman’s Palm of Time: Systemic Functional
Analysis
Fatima Bawa, Fatima MuhammadMansur and Hadiza Musa Amshi 226-235

Narrative Discourse Analysis of Qur'an and Hadith Using Labov andWaletzky (1972)
Schema
Kabiru Zubairu 236-252

Examining Lacanian Ideation of Patriarchy in Lola Shoneyin’s the Secret Lives of Baba
Segi’s Wives
Prof. Audee T. Giwa and Amina Nasiru Haruna 253-262

Pragmatic Implicatures of Animal Metaphors in Selected Nigerian Pidgin English
Proverbs
Naomi ALU and Ngozi Gift OKATA 263-280

Comparative Analysis Of Stylistic Deviation Of Social Roles Register In Terrorism
Discourse: A Case Study Of Joe Biden's And Sanusi Lamido Sanusi's CNN Interviews
Prof BulusWayar and Kabiru Zubairu 281-291

Exploring The Concept of Hybridity and Mimicry inWilliam Shakespeare’s The Tempest
Khadijah Saleh Abdu 292-302

Womanist Perspectives on Female Struggle and Survival in Razinat T. Mohammed’s
Habiba and Other Stories
Hannatu Fibemi Makka and Ibrahim Bala Kanti 303-312

وصفية دراسة وانييريي: انريب انتاث ف الوازنة ظاهية
ممد ميصور متار 313-330

A Linguistic Stylistic Analysis of the Inaugural and Independence Day Speeches of
General Ibrahim Babangida and President Muhammadu Buhari: A Comparative
Approach
Habibu Sule and Nkeiruka Esther Gordons 331-341



XI

An Analysis of Urhobo Language Meronyms
Muhammad Dayyib Auwal, PhD and Yusuf Ahmed Gwarzo, PhD 342-351

Authorial Pessimism in Northern Nigerian Female Character Portrayal: A Study of
Razinat T. Mohammed’s Habiba
Bilkisu Abubakar Arabi, Professor Maureen Amaka Azuike, and Professor Jeff
Godwin Doki 352-370

Exploring The Island’s History, Cultural Heritage And Aftermaths of Colonialism in
Michael Ondaatje's Anil's Ghost
Rasika Shiranthi Samanmalee Somasundara and Professor Jeff
Godwin Doki 371-389

Pragmatic Strategies, Politeness Forms, and Power Relations in Conflict Talk: A Linguistic
Analysis of the “I Am Not a Fool, Sir” Interaction in Nigerian Institutional Discourse.
Lamido Muhammad Tukur 390-396

A Pragmatic Analysis of Politeness In Nasir El-Rufai’s Speech and Social Media Users’
Responses: Polite Language as a Tool for Social Inclusion and Sustainable Development
Adi Shimoudi Jonathan 397-414

Rhetorical Patterns in Political News Reporting: A Corpus-Driven Genre and Discourse
Analysis of Nigerian Newspapers
Bello Alim Babi And Dr. Aminu Suleiman 415-428

A Review of: The Songs of a Bard by A. I. Sabo (Lagos: Something for Everybody Ventures,
2021, 49 pages)
Ismail Bala 429-433

A Review of: Songs of Silence
Abdullahi Ismaila 434-437



https://www.gombesavannahjournal.com/ 281

Comparative Analysis Of Stylistic Deviation Of Social Roles Register In
Terrorism Discourse: A Case Study Of Joe Biden's And Sanusi Lamido

Sanusi's CNN Interviews

Prof BulusWayar
Department of Language and Linguistics, Gombe State University

bul uswayar@yahoo. com
0906 561 7731

And

Kabiru Zubairu
Department of Language and Linguistics, Gombe State University

kabeeruzubairu@gmail.com
08149396464

Abstract
This study addresses a gap in sociolinguistic research by investigating how cross-
cultural contextual factors influence stylistic deviations of register in political
discourse. By comparing the CNN interviews of Joe Biden and Sanusi Lamido
Sanusi on terrorism, the research examines how their respective roles as a global
politician and a traditional authority dictate their communication. Findings
indicate that both leaders strategically diverge from conversational norms for
distinct objectives: Biden utilizes a pragmatic, informal register to navigate
complex geopolitical narratives, while Sanusi employs a formal, principled
register to project moral authority and advocate for social reform. Ultimately,
the study demonstrates that these deviations are purposeful tools used to achieve
specific communicative goals, offering a vital comparative perspective on the
cross-cultural language of international security.

Keywords: stylistic deviation, register of social roles, cross-cultural analysis,
terrorism, sociolinguistics, communicative strategies.

1. Introduction
The interplay between

language, culture, and situational
context serves as the cornerstone of
linguistic inquiry, evolving from the
early ethnolinguistic theories of
Sapir (1921) and Whorf (1956) to
the sociolinguistic frameworks of
Labov (1966) and Bourdieu (1991),
which highlight how social variables
and power dynamics shape
discourse. This study situates itself
within the field of stylistics,

specifically focusing on stylistic
deviation and the register of social
roles to examine how language
diverges from established norms to
achieve specific communicative goals.
I adopt an intralinguistic
comparative approach. The research
analyzes the CNN interviews of U.S.
President Joe Biden and Sanusi
Lamido Sanusi, the former Emir of
Kano, regarding the global threat of
terrorism. This comparison
juxtaposes Biden’s rational-legal

mailto:buluswayar@yahoo.com
mailto:kabeeruzubairu@gmail.com
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authority—rooted in the
institutionalized bureaucracy of a
global superpower—with Sanusi’s
traditional and moral authority
within Africa’s largest economy.
Drawing from Biber and Conrad’s
(2019) register framework, Grice’s
(1975) cooperative principles, and
Sacks et al.’s (1974) turn-taking
theory, this study provides a
multidimensional lens to examine
how Biden and Sanusi strategically
deviate from communicative norms
to assert their respective
sociopolitical authorities.

Previous studies have
explored various aspects of linguistic
analysis in political discourse, such
as journalistic techniques in Nigeria
(Vincent et al., 2019); China's
response to terrorism (Murphy,
2017) and security threats from
Afghan terrorist groups (Thomas,
2024). On the other dimension,
(Egamnazarova, 2024 and Ali &
Tahar, 2023) examined the linguistic
deviations in communication and
artistic expressions. However, there
is a notable gap in understanding the
contextual factors which influence
linguistic deviations in political
discourse, especially in cross-
cultural settings. This study
addresses this void by analyzing the
CNN interviews of Joe Biden and
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi. Its
significance lies in uncovering the
sociostylistic mechanisms behind
international security narratives,
offering crucial insights for media
practitioners and linguists into how
context shapes global power
dynamics.

The primary aim of this
research is to conduct a comparative
stylistic analysis of register deviation
in the political discourse of Joe Biden
and Sanusi Lamido Sanusi during
their respective CNN interviews on
terrorism. This goal is realized
through three specific objectives:
first, to examine how their divergent
sociopolitical backgrounds—
representing rational-legal and
traditional-moral leadership
archetypes—dictate their adherence
to or deviation from Grice’s (1975)
cooperative principles; second, to
identify the specific linguistic
features of register, with a particular
emphasis on the lexical choices
employed by each leader; and third,
to evaluate the pragmatic
effectiveness of these registers in
relation to their communicative
purposes and global media
audiences.

2. Literature Review
2. 1 Stylistics

Stylistics is the systematic
study of language style, examining
how specific linguistic choices and
patterns shape meaning, identity,
and communicative impact. By
analyzing distinctive features across
various psychological, social, and
cultural contexts, it bridges formal
structural analysis with broader
interpretive frameworks to reveal
the complex relationships between
language and society.

2.2 Register of Social Roles
In sociolinguistics, the

register of social roles serves as a
discursive mechanism that encodes
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power, norms, and identity
(Ferguson, 1983; Biber & Conrad,
2009). In this research, register
facilitates "register shifting" to signal
specific authorities: Joe Biden
utilizes a pragmatic register to
reinforce his rational-legal standing
as a global politician, whereas Sanusi
Lamido Sanusi employs a principled
register to assert traditional-moral
authority and religious identity.
Beyond conveying information, these
registers actively construct the
relationship between the leaders and
their audience, reflecting the distinct
institutional protocols of a Western
superpower and a traditional
Nigerian caliphate.

2.3 Terrorism
Terrorism refers to acts that

intentionally cause harm or threaten
to cause harm to civilians or non-
combatants, with the goal of
intimidating a population,
influencing government policy, or
coercing international organizations.
This research seeks to contribute
meaningfully to our understanding
of how terrorism is constructed and
communicated through language,
ultimately shedding light on the
significance of linguistic choices in
shaping public opinion and
informing counter-terrorism policies.

2. 4 Empirical
Ince’s (2024) mixed-methods

study of Azerbaijani university
students (n=446) found that socio-
political and cultural contexts
influence language choice on Twitter
more than the experience of studying
abroad. Analyzing over 240,000

tweets through the lens of
Communication Accommodation
Theory, the research revealed that
students' linguistic convergence or
divergence is driven primarily by a
collectivist communicative climate.

Iftene (2021) analyzed Joe Biden’s
2021 inaugural address to determine
how linguistic deviations and figures
of speech promote political ideology.
By applying Leech’s (1969) Model of
Linguistic Deviations, the qualitative
study identified four deviation types
(semantic, grammatical,
phonological, and register) and five
figures of speech, including
alliteration and anaphora.

Ali and Tahar (2023) examined
linguistic deviations in Eugene
O’Neill’s The Iceman Cometh,
identifying language
defamiliarization as a key marker of
American social stratification. While
their analysis effectively correlates
speech patterns with socioeconomic
status, it focuses exclusively on
literary representations of class. This
study extends their findings by
investigating the sociopolitical and
situational factors driving register
deviation in real-world, high-stakes
political discourse. By shifting the
focus from fictional characters to
global leaders, this research fills a
critical gap in understanding how
language is manipulated to navigate
complex geopolitical crises.

While research addresses
context-driven language (Ince, 2024)
and conversational maxims (Ali and
Tahar, 2023), a gap exists in how
sociopolitical backgrounds drive
linguistic deviation in leadership



https://www.gombesavannahjournal.com/ 284

discourse. Applying Biber and
Conrad’s (2019) register analysis
and Grice’s (1975) principles to CNN
interviews of Joe Biden and Sanusi
Lamido Sanusi, this study reveals
how distinct backgrounds trigger
deviations, offering new insights into
leadership communication.

2. 5 Theoretical Framework
This study utilizes three

theoretical frameworks: Biber and
Conrad's (2019) Register Analysis
model, Grice's (1975) Conversational
Principles, and Sacks et al.'s (1974)
Turn-Taking theory. These models
complement each other, facilitating a
comprehensive analysis. Biber and
Conrad's (2019) components of
analysis - situational context
(sociopolitical), linguistic
features(register) and functional
aspects of linguistic features using
Grice's (1975) Conversational
Principles to assess conformity to or
deviation from conventional
communication norms, as outlined
by Grice's (1975) principles. Sacks et
al.'s (1974) Turn-Taking theory
provides a demarcation of
boundaries, focusing the discourse
solely on terrorism. This theory is
instrumental in identifying when the
conversation shifts off-topic.

3. Methodology
This study adopts a

qualitative contextual examination to
explore stylistic deviations. The
sources of data are secondary,
consisting of authentic CNN
interview transcripts of Joe Biden
and Sanusi Lamido Sanusi sourced
from YouTube to ensure a

naturalistic analysis of high-stakes
political discourse. For data
collection, the researcher utilized a
video downloading technique
followed by meticulous manual
transcription to preserve the
integrity of the leaders' distinct
accents and nuances, thereby
avoiding the potential inaccuracies of
automated systems. Finally, the
method of data analysis is textual
qualitative approach, synthesizing
Biber and Conrad’s (2019) register
model, Grice’s (1975) conversational
principles, and Sacks et al.’s (1974)
turn-taking theory.

4. Data Presentation and Analysis
Biden and Sanusi's Conformity to and
Deviation From Maxim of Relation

Both leaders demonstrate a
foundational adherence to the
Maxim of Relation in straightforward
conversational exchanges. For
instance, President Biden
consistently provides directly
relevant responses to concise,
clarifying questions, as seen in his
confirmation of "Artillery shells"
(Excerpt 2) and his direct answer
regarding the "red line" (Excerpt 4).
Similarly, Sanusi Lamido Sanusi
adheres to the maxim in his initial
polite greeting (Excerpt 1) and in his
direct evaluation of the Boko Haram-
ISIS alignment (Excerpt 2), where he
directly addresses the "badness" of
the situation. This shared pattern of
adherence in basic question-answer
sequences indicates a common
stylistic baseline of conversational
cooperation, ensuring that
fundamental information exchange
occurs.
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However, the most
significant insights emerge from
their patterns of stylistic deviation
from the Maxim of Relation, which
reveal distinct communicative
approaches. President Biden
frequently employs deviations that
broaden the thematic scope or shift
focus away from immediate,
potentially uncomfortable, inquiries.
In Excerpt 1 (Biden), for example,
when questioned about the specific
use of U.S. bombs in Rafah, Biden
stylistically deviates by shifting to a
general acknowledgment of civilian
killings, then to U.S. defensive
support for Israel, and finally to a
broader ethical stance on artillery
shells. This pattern of deviation, also
evident in Excerpt 5 (Biden), where
he pivots from protests to the
Holocaust, past U.S. interventions,
and future Gaza plans, functions to
control the narrative. His stylistic
choices allow him to contextualize
specific issues within broader U.S.
policy, historical narratives, or
ethical considerations, thereby
managing direct accountability and
steering the conversation towards
more favorable or complex
diplomatic terrain. This results in a
communication style that is often
indirect, comprehensive, and
strategically expansive, reflecting a
leader navigating intricate
geopolitical realities.

In contrast, Sanusi Lamido
Sanusi's deviations from the Maxim
of Relation, while also broadening
the discourse, tend to shift the focus
towards underlying systemic issues
and calls for collective responsibility.
In Excerpt 4 (Sanusi), when asked

about his personal safety and
campaign success, Sanusi stylistically
deviates by expanding his response
to address the collective
responsibility of Muslim leaders,
societal rejection of Boko Haram, and,
crucially, the socio-economic factors
contributing to radicalization. This
pattern of deviation functions to
elevate the discourse from personal
concerns to a broader analysis of
root causes and moral imperatives.
His stylistic choices allow him to
frame the insurgency within a larger
socio-political and ethical framework,
advocating for comprehensive
societal engagement rather than
solely military solutions. This results
in a communication style that is
passionate, morally driven, and
focused on systemic critique and
collective action, projecting a leader
who is a moral authority and a social
critic willing to address
uncomfortable truths about
governance and society.
In summary, while both leaders
maintain basic relevance, their
strategic deviations from the Maxim
of Relation highlight distinct styles.
Biden broadens the scope to manage
diplomatic complexities and control
narratives via historical context,
whereas Sanusi expands the
discourse to address systemic
societal issues and advocate for
moral action. These contrasting
patterns reflect their unique roles
and communicative goals within
high-stakes interview contexts.
Biden's and Sanusi's Conformity to
and Deviation FromMaxim of Quality

Both leaders demonstrate a
foundational adherence to the
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Maxim of Quality when presenting
information that is broadly accepted
or verifiable. President Biden, for
instance, stylistically conforms by
acknowledging general civilian
casualties in Gaza and by stating the
factual status of Israel's movement
into Rafah (Excerpt 7), as well as
confirming the holding up of weapon
shipments (Excerpt 10). Similarly,
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi largely
adheres to the maxim by providing a
specific numerical datum, "about
15,000 people dead," and by
characterizing Boko Haram as
"lunatic fringes of Islam," which is
presented with apparent conviction
(Excerpt 6). This shared pattern of
adherence in presenting what is
understood as factual or strongly
believed information contributes to a
stylistic baseline of credibility for
both speakers.

However, their patterns of
stylistic deviation from the Maxim of
Quality reveal distinct approaches to
managing information and evidence.
President Biden's deviations often
involve the introduction of strategic
ambiguity, subtle contradictions, or
the withholding of specific verifiable
details. For example, his phrase,
"other ways in which they could have
to publish the news" (Excerpt 7)
introduces vagueness regarding the
precise mechanisms of death,
mitigating specific causal links. His
statement "But it is wrong—we are
going to supply the weapons that
artillery shells used... have been
used..." (Excerpt 7) presents an
inherent contradiction regarding
policy when read in conjunction with
his later confirmation "Yeah!

Artillery shells" (Excerpt 8), creating
ambiguity. Furthermore, his
assertion "No... No, they haven't gone
into population sites, but they didn't
stay on the border" (Excerpt 9)
introduces a nuance that complicates
a definitive denial, revealing a
strategic ambiguity in
communicating the exact extent of
Israeli actions. Most notably, his
explicit statement "I won't name
them to get them in trouble"
(Excerpt 11) stylistically withholds
crucial verifiable specifics about
Arab states' involvement. These
stylistic choices function to manage
sensitive diplomatic information,
maintain control over the narrative,
or avoid direct, uncomfortable
confirmations, resulting in a
communication style that is carefully
worded, nuanced, and often
prioritizes strategic discretion over
absolute transparency.

In contrast, Sanusi Lamido Sanusi's
primary stylistic deviation from the
Maxim of Quality involves the
explicit qualification of information
based on hearsay. This is evident in
his statement, "we've heard there's
also mercenaries from South Africa"
(Excerpt 7). The use of "we've heard"
explicitly signals that this
information is derived from
unverified sources, stylistically
indicating a lower commitment to
the full veracity of that specific claim.
This deviation is less about
obfuscation and more about
including information while
transparently stating its evidential
limitations. His stylistic presentation
is direct in its claims but, in this
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instance, transparent about the
evidential basis of certain details.
This reflects a communication style
that is assertive in its broader claims
but acknowledges the source of less
certain information, perhaps
reflecting a leader who is willing to
share information as it is received,
even if not fully confirmed.

In summary, while both
leaders maintain general
truthfulness, their stylistic deviations
from the Maxim of Quality diverge.
Biden employs strategic ambiguity
and withholds specifics to navigate
diplomatic landscapes through
controlled discourse. Conversely,
Sanusi utilizes stylistic transparency
regarding his evidential basis,
presenting information with
qualifications that reflect his role as a
public figure reliant on varied
intelligence sources.
Biden's and Sanusi's Conformity to
and Deviation from Maxim of
Quantity

Both leaders demonstrate a
foundational adherence to the
Maxim of Quantity in
straightforward conversational
exchanges. President Biden
consistently provides precisely the
amount of information required for
direct confirmations, as seen in his
concise response regarding "Artillery
shells" (Excerpt 14) and his brief
clarification on the purpose of
governance (Excerpt 18). Similarly,
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi adheres to the
maxim in his minimal, polite
acknowledgment at the interview's
opening (Excerpt 9). This shared
pattern of adherence in basic, non-
contentious turns indicates a

common stylistic baseline of
conversational efficiency, ensuring
that fundamental information
exchange occurs without superfluous
detail.

However, the most
significant insights emerge from
their patterns of stylistic deviation
from the Maxim of Quantity, which
predominantly involve providing
more information than strictly
required. President Biden frequently
employs over-informativeness to
manage diplomatic complexities and
project a comprehensive policy
stance. In Excerpt 13 (Biden), for
example, when questioned about the
specific use of U.S. bombs, Biden
stylistically deviates by elaborating
on general civilian killings,
conditional future policy, and U.S.
security commitments. This pattern
of strategic verbosity is also evident
in Excerpt 15 (Biden), where he
expands on diplomatic efforts
beyond a simple "yes" or "no" on a
"red line," and most notably in
Excerpt 17 (Biden), where his
extensive response to a question
about student protests encompasses
free speech rights, historical
analogies, and future Gaza plans.
This stylistic choice functions to
articulate policy nuances, project
commitment, and control the
breadth of the discourse, thereby
broadening the scope of the answer
beyond the immediate inquiry. His
communication style, therefore,
becomes comprehensive, often
indirect, and strategically verbose,
reflecting a leader navigating
intricate geopolitical realities.
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In contrast, Sanusi Lamido
Sanusi's deviations from the Maxim
of Quantity, while also characterized
by providing more information, tend
to expand the discourse towards
underlying systemic issues and calls
for collective responsibility. In
Excerpt 10 (Sanusi), when asked
about the severity of Boko Haram's
alignment with ISIS, Sanusi extends
his response to include observations
about "progress being made" and the
group's "weakness," providing a
more nuanced overview than
minimally solicited. In Excerpt 11
(Sanusi), he expands beyond
identifying forces to include a
historical critique of "passivity."
Most significantly, in Excerpt 12
(Sanusi), when asked about his
personal safety and campaign
success, Sanusi stylistically deviates
by broadening his discourse to
address the collective responsibility
of Muslim leaders, societal rejection
of Boko Haram, and the socio-
economic factors contributing to
radicalization. This comprehensive
response provides a much broader
socio-political analysis than
minimally required, stylistically
increasing the informational load
and broadening the thematic scope
of the interaction. His
communication style, therefore,
becomes passionate, morally driven,
and socio-politically expansive,
projecting a leader who is a moral
authority and a social critic willing to
address uncomfortable truths about
governance and society.

In summary, both leaders
deviate from the Maxim of Quantity
through over-informativeness,

though their motivations differ.
Biden provides excessive detail to
manage complex policy narratives
and project a controlled,
comprehensive image globally.
Conversely, Sanusi uses increased
informational load to address
systemic societal issues and advocate
for collective moral action, reflecting
his traditional and religious
leadership. These contrasting
patterns align with their unique roles
and communicative goals.
Biden's and Sanusi's Conformity to
and Deviation FromMaxim of Manner

Both leaders demonstrate a
foundational adherence to the
Maxim of Manner in straightforward
conversational exchanges. President
Biden, for instance, stylistically
conforms by providing remarkably
brief, clear, and unambiguous
responses to direct clarifying
questions, as seen in his
confirmation of "Artillery shells"
(Excerpt 14) and his concise answer
regarding the purpose of governance
(Excerpt 18). Similarly, Sanusi
Lamido Sanusi consistently adheres
to the maxim in his initial direct and
unambiguous acknowledgment
(Excerpt 9) and throughout his
responses in Excerpts 10, 11, and 12,
where his arguments are
characterized by clear, orderly
presentation and direct language,
avoiding unnecessary complexity or
obscurity. This shared pattern of
adherence in basic, non-contentious
turns indicates a common stylistic
baseline of conversational
competence, ensuring that
fundamental information is
conveyed with clarity.
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However, their patterns of
stylistic deviation from the Maxim of
Manner reveal distinct approaches to
managing information and
presenting their discourse. President
Biden frequently employs deviations
that introduce ambiguity, lack of
conciseness, disfluencies, and a less
formal register. In Excerpt 13
(Biden), his use of "other ways"
introduces vagueness, and his
phrasing regarding weapon supply is
convoluted, lacking conciseness. In
Excerpt 15 (Biden), his immediate
qualification after a denial ("No... but
they didn't stay on the border")
creates a subtle lack of clarity and
orderliness. Excerpt 16 (Biden)
showcases significant deviations
through lack of brevity, hesitations,
and repetition, conveying a
deliberative but less efficient manner.
Most notably, his extended and
multifaceted response in Excerpt 17
(Biden) exhibits a significant
deviation due to its lack of brevity
and multi-pronged, less orderly
structure, incorporating semantic
shifts and digressions. Furthermore,
Biden's pervasive use of contractions
(e.g., "I'm," "it's," "we're," "That's")
and blends (e.g., "gonna," "wanna")
across the interview consistently
introduces a more conversational
and less formal register, stylistically
deviating from the strict formality
often associated with presidential
discourse. His communication style,
therefore, is characterized by a
nuanced, sometimes circuitous, and
relatively informal manner,
reflecting a leader who prioritizes
diplomatic flexibility and a relatable

persona over absolute linguistic
precision and brevity.

In contrast, Sanusi Lamido
Sanusi's analysis consistently
highlights his strong adherence to
the Maxim of Manner, even when his
responses are extensive (flouting
Quantity). His discourse is
characterized by a clear and orderly
presentation of ideas, utilizing
explicit connectors to logically
structure his arguments (Excerpt 10).
He maintains direct language,
avoiding stylistic obscurity or
deliberate ambiguity throughout his
turns (Excerpts 11 and 12). Even
when addressing complex socio-
economic factors or making strong
critiques, his language remains
generally straightforward and his
arguments progress in a discernible,
structured fashion. This consistent
stylistic choice projects an image of
intellectual clarity, moral conviction,
and authoritative directness. His
communication style is stylistically
straightforward, coherent, and
readily processable by the listener,
reinforcing his role as a clear and
articulate voice.

In summary, while both
leaders can be clear and concise,
their overall adherence to the Maxim
of Manner diverges significantly.
Biden utilizes strategic ambiguity,
verbosity, and conversational
informality to navigate diplomatic
terrain with nuance and relatability.
Conversely, Sanusi maintains
consistent clarity, orderliness, and
directness to project an image of
intellectual and moral conviction.
These contrasting stylistic choices
reflect their unique roles and
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communicative goals within high-
stakes interview contexts.
Discussion of findings

The analysis reveals that the
linguistic deviations of Joe Biden and
Sanusi Lamido Sanusi are strategic
maneuvers shaped by their
sociopolitical identities. Utilizing
Grice’s (1975) principles, the study
shows Biden’s deviations from
Relation, Quality, and Quantity serve
a pragmatic, rational-legal function,
using "interdiscursivity" and
"synthetic personalization" to
manage geopolitical narratives and
bridge public distance. Conversely,
Sanusi employs a principled
expansion of Quantity and strict
adherence to Manner, reflecting his
traditional-moral authority. While
Biden uses populist dichotomies like
"bad guys" for broad support, Sanusi
utilizes a sophisticated sociological
register to delegitimize extremism
and advocate for reform. Ultimately,
Biden balances relatability with
diplomatic authority, whereas
Sanusi’s structural precision
establishes epistemic legitimacy,
shifting the focus toward collective
moral responsibility.

Conclusion
This study concludes that

distinct sociopolitical backgrounds
profoundly influence the linguistic
choices of Joe Biden and Sanusi
Lamido Sanusi, specifically regarding
Gricean (1975) deviations and
strategic vocabulary. Grounded in
Biber and Conrad's (2019) model,
the research affirms that register
actively reflects societal roles,
enabling leaders to meet specific

communicative goals. The study’s
primary contribution is its cross-
cultural revelation of how linguistic
deviations facilitate narrative control
in the Global North versus systemic
critique in the Global South. While
Biden projects relatable authority,
Sanusi emphasizes moral advocacy.
Future research should utilize
quantitative corpus analysis, explore
diverse sociopolitical systems, and
examine audience reception to
further illuminate these dynamics.
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